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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-304
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission
Date of Introduction: May 14, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ
Date of Analysis: May 14, 2013
Type of Action: Designation of local historic landmark
Bill Summary: The bill designates the Edwin M. Stanton High School building at 521 West Ashley Street as a local historic landmark structure and directs the Zoning Administrator and Property Appraiser to enter the historic designation into the appropriate public records and maps.
Background Information: Stanton High School was opened in 1917, funded by a bond issue that built a number of schools to accommodate Jacksonville’s re-growth after the Great Fire of 1901, in what had been the Town of LaVilla before that town was incorporated into the City of Jacksonville.  The school’s most famous alumni are James Weldon Johnson and his brother John Rosamond Johnson.  James Weldon Johnson, who was a student, teacher and principal at Stanton High School and his brother wrote the song Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing, which  came to be known as the “Negro national anthem.”
Policy Impact Area: Historic preservation
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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